Artist News Clippings (Highlights)

SOLUNA

FINE ART



Oh Se-Yeol | b. 1945 in Seoul, Korea

SOLUNA

FINE ART



English

Yonhap News (15 Nov, 2017)

Korea Joongang Daily (15 Nov, 2017)
The Korea Times (24 Apr, 2021)

The Standard (19 Apr, 2024)

Chinese

BRTR (23 Apr, 2016)
Big-SEBH (1 May, 2016)
HiArt.cn (29 Aug, 2016)
21 (22 Nov, 2017)

Korean

SUMMARY

23l Y (26 May, 1997)

OHL Z Al (19 Feb, 2017)

#ME0| IS8 & (1 Apr, 2017)
NEWSIS (30 Oct, 2017)

MBN News (14 Oct, 2020)

Forbes Korea (23 Apr, 2021)

Art Chosun (3 Jun, 2022)

Seoul STV News (1 Sep, 2023)
Wednesday Journal (20 Mar, 2024)
Art Chosun (28 Mar, 2024)

Next pages are chronologically ordered from En, Ch, Kr.



https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20171115007600315

Yonhap News

(v ot

(Yonhap Interview) Descending into
young self, artist pursues childlike
frankness

16:32 November 15, 2017

By Woo Jae-yeon

SEOUL, Nov. 15(Yonhap) — One might still remember, as a child, sticking various
random objects like colored paper or buttons onto a painting just for fun. Before
formal education begins to instill rigid ideas into them, children have no boundaries
of what to do and what not to do in expressing themselves.

Artist Oh Seo-yeol, 72, still paints, or tries to paint, as if he were a 7-year-old boy.
And he pulls it off quite convincingly.

He paints, among many others, physically challenged people, often with one eye, or
no arms, legs or hair. Their bodies are depicted in a disproportionate way and their
gender is often indiscernible. Miscellaneous things ranging from toy scissors to a
discarded lipstick to a stubby pencil might get a second chance in life in a collage.

This photo provided by Hakgojae Gallery in Seoul on Nov. 15, 2017, shows artist O Se-yeol standing next to

one of his paintings. (Yonhap)

"There are no normal people in my work. | prefer people with defects to perfect
ones. | paint on a whim and don't like artificial stuff. | like my people being natural
too. It doesn't even matter whether the person is a man or a woman," the artist told
Yonhap News Agency during an interview Tuesday.

He became especially interested in disabled and underprivileged children through
his church volunteering work, which he started decades ago.

"While volunteering, | get to meet many children left alone, abandoned and sad. |
want to express their hurt feelings but their innocence at the same time," he said.
"Through them, we see ourselves, who are by nature lonely and solitary, however
busy our daily lives make us otherwise look."

Born in Seoul three months before the country was liberated from the Japanese
colonial rule in 1945, he grew up in a small seaside village in Asan, South
Chungcheong Province, playing with shells and broken glass on the beach. When
hungry, he hiked into the nearby mountains, scouring them for edible roots.

Encouraged by an art teacher who spotted the young Oh's talent, he started learning
artin his early teens against his parent's wishes. His angry mother once chopped up
his canvas with an ax. Defiant, he ran away and spent his nights at school.

“| was never worried about my future. | just wanted to be true to myself," he said.

Except for his parents' strong opposition, he luckily didn't face major obstacles and
his career went smoothly.

In 1976, he won the grand prize from a major art competition in Korea, and the next
year, at the age of 32, he was offered a teaching job at Mokwon University in
Daejeon, 160 kilometers south of Seoul. He retired from the university seven years
ago.
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He paints over and over again and uses a knife or a nail to scrape layers of paint off a
canvas to create animage. The last thing he wants his paintings to look is, ironically,
sophisticated and refined, he said.

"I try hard not to look too skillful because it takes away innocence. That is actually a
very tough job to do," he said.

This weekend, the artist opens a solo exhibition called “The Innocent Eye" at Seoul's
Hakgojae Gallery, bringing together 33 of his intuitive, childlike paintings of people,
an integral and recurring theme spanning his 40-year-old oeuvre.

"My paintings are like my naked body. | show exactly who | am. No tricks, no
techniques."

This image provided by Hakgojae Gallery in Seoul on Nov. 16, 2017, shows an untitled work from 1991 by artist
0Oh Se-yeol. (Yonhap)
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Imperfect beauty

Artist Oh Se-yeol with his painting “Untitled,” during a press preview of his solo show “Innocent Eye” at Hakgojae Gallery in central Seoul on Wednesday. The figur
e in the painting, who looks like a child ashamed and sad, is Mary Magdalene, the 72-year-old artist explained. He presents 33 paintings depicting imperfect and u
nhappy human figures in his signature naive art style in this solo show, which opens to the public on Saturday. [MOON SO-YOUNG]
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76-old-painter brings childlike spirit into artwork

O ORespBoa

NorthKorea National Business Finance Lifestyle Entertainment& Art Opinion Sports World

Artist O Se-yeol / Courtesy of Hakgojae Gallery
By Park Han-sol

On a number of canvases, rows of carefree seribbles and numerical digits occupy the entire space,

interrupted by the pi f everyday objects — buttons, clamshells and small pieces
of plastic. Other paintings, instead of being filled with a similar swarm of lines are rather bare,
with a child figure who is missing either an arm, leg, or mouth, standing alone.

Such spontaneous, simple characters describe the painter Oh Se-yeol's work presented at the new
exhibition "Island of Metaphors” at Hakgojae Gallery in Samcheong-dong, Seoul.

Oh was born in 1945 in Seoul when the country regained independence from colonial rule under
Japan. But at the age of five, the Korean War (1950-1953) broke out, forcing him to watch the
death of his older sister and spend his childhood amid ruins and ashes. As he grew older, he
witnessed the country's rapid industrialization and materialism that exposed human selfishness
and people’s violent tendencies.

Butinstead of resorting to sharp criticism against such trends, or a realistic representation of pain,
the 76-year-old artist brings out the childlike innocence within him as his own way of tending to
past wounds and giving words of comfort to others.

His semi-abstract paintings are inspired by sentiment and imagination as seen through the eyes of
a child. To children, doodling doesn't require serious thought and is instead dictated by what they
feel at that precise moment. They do not care about what constitutes a good or bad painting, and
any lines drawn, even numerical digits, can easily turn into playful patterns.

https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/art/2023/12/398 _307716.html
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Oh Se-yeol's "Untitled” (2021) / Courtesy of Hakgojae Gallery
Oh's childlike spirit is reflected in his carefree use of numbers and everyday objects.

"Numbers remind us of when we learned something for the first time. From the time when we
grabbed a stubby pencil and started writing down digits, we are forever accompanied by them," |
said at the gallery.

From teaspoons, gravel, bottle caps and mini plastic knives, the objects, tiny and useless, scatter
on his canvas come from his own pockets as well as streets.

"I'look at the ground a lot when I'm walking and I sometimes find a small pebble by my foot or t
pieces of garbage with an interesting shape. I pick them up and assign special roles to these

less scraps,” he d. "I find joy in coming across something unexpected and the
objects find joy in becoming a whole new being."

o

Oh Se-yeol's "Untitled" (2019) / Courtesy of Hakgojae Gallery

But underlying his playful, intuitive style is his exploration of past wounds. His paintings are born
from the process where he makes countless strokes after strokes until they form thick, solid-
colored coats of paints that become the background. Then, he takes a sharp tool like a nail or a
razor blade to scrape the surface and draw lines or numbers.

To Oh, the canvas is his own body and the activity of chiseling it over and over again inevitably
reveals his inner wounds. "It can be described as a process of hurting my own body as I think of
the suffering, sorrow and the memory associated with these feelings experienced since childhood."

Through his metaphorical depiction and understanding of pain, he gives words of comfort to a
present-day audience. The message can be most strongly felt in his drawings of "incomplete,”
solitary child figures, who miss an arm, foot, leg or mouth.

"After the war, there were many children who either lived on the fringes of society or were left by
their parents to lead a directionless, wandering life. Dark thoughts consume them. I wanted to

indirectly portray the feeling of loneliness through the shapes inspired by these children.”

The exhibit will run until May 5.
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Despite having lived for over seven decades Oh Se-yeol remains a child at heart. His first solo
exhibition in Hong Kong, titled simply by his name, strives to evoke personal memories and
emotions through the simplistic visual language of collages and doodling.

Born in Seoul, Oh has always wanted to be a painter. He was encouraged by his art teacher
when he was young and later went on to receive a bachelor's and master's degrees in fine
arts.

"My works are a reflection of my memory," he said "The Korean War broke out when | was
five, and after the war, | saw many children without their parents or living on the fringes of
society."

He wanted to indirectly express the children's loneliness and innocence in his work as they
remain relevant in the present day.

Though he specialized in Western art at school, he prefers a different approach to painting.
"I'm professionally trained, but applying complicated techniques takes away the innocence,"
he said.

The doodling and scribbling in Oh's work conveys a childlike innocence, it is his language of
sharing past wounds and giving comfort to others.

"When children draw, they do not care what constitutes a good painting. They focus only on
their feelings at that moment," he said.

Upstairs in the gallery, you will see a few older paintings, mostly side portraits from people on
canvas. "l think that looking at a person straight ahead is too confrontational," said Oh. "My
figures are giving more of an impression rather than a painting of an actual human."

Posted 19 Apr, 2024

Even though Oh had been drawing for more than five decades, his artwork ages backward.
Older paintings like Untitled 1985 and Untitled 1992 resemble chalkboard doodles. He also
finds that many people gravitate towards primary colors when getting older.

The bright colors and childlike motifs often gets him mistaken as a newly risen artist. But Oh
upholds his unique approach with his masterful painting skills. What looks like a simple
monochromatic background is a mix of several colors applied with a spatula.

The primary color choices are heavily presented in recent years, the diary-like structured
painting in the blue, mustard yellow backdrop, and two with different intensities of blue
backdrop were painted in 2023. You could also see fuchsia pink and green paintings from
2022.

"The use of primary colors could be a simple representation of innocence and childlike
elements, but | would like to leave it for the audience to interpret it," Oh said.

Interestingly, he also applied an audience-centered approach by not giving a proper name to
his artworks.

Simply naming all his paintings Untitled, he leaves more freedom for his audience to imagine
the meanings of his works. Oh's paintings are a time capsule of existence and reflections of
feelings.

One eye-catching feature is the indifferent presence of materials and motifs - allowing viewers
to make meaning out of the lack of pattern. "I collect small pebbles and tiny pieces of
materials with interesting shapes from the ground when | go on walks," he said.

Paintings like Untitled 2020 feature half of a Korean chopstick and packaging of carbon
pencils, Untitled 2022 in green have cut-outs from cardboard packaging of choco pie - a
Korean favorite snack and yakgwa - a traditional Korean snack also known as honey cookies.

To Oh, including meaningless scraps in his works gives them a purpose. He finds joy in
coming across unexpected objects and transforming these random fragments into new
entities.

You will feel overwhelmed by the numbers flooded all over the canvas in most of Oh's
paintings. "l draw the numbers in an imperfect, childlike kind of writing," he said. "Regardless
of nationality, numbers are always the first few things we learn."

Oh hopes people will reconnect with their memories when they see the numbers on his
paintings.

Oh, Se-yeol's Solo Exhibition is on show at Soluna Fine Art until April 27.
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Mixed modia on canvas
727 x 90.cm, 2022
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Mixed media on canvas.
2 x dlem, 2022
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