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[Exhibition] The first anniversary of the Korean Cultural Center Korean Contemporary
Artist Exhibition (27 March 2019~27 April 2019)

The first anniversary of the
Korean Cultural Centerin
Hong Keng
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KIM KEUN TAI

[GALLERIES] DATE GALLERY

20209101024 <
Kim Keun tai

WEMIX3.0

Platform-driven

& service-oriented
Kim Keun tai, the artist,(1953-) graduated from the BFA painting at Choong-Ang University. His work has acquired the presence by steadily looking into the world of material properties e o
driven by his nature and interest. Recently, he has been actively exhibiting his works both at home and abroad, from Korea to German, Japan, Vietnam and Hongkong .He created rough
and mild senses by reproducing the properties of the stone. He showed us reciprocal things by looking into the properties of the matter, the charming assistant, not by pursuing a WEMADE | &) wemix

simplified purity through diminishing.

DATE GALLERY
25 298 bein-gil gu, Busan, Korea
+82 51758 9845
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The alchemy that
holds the paint’s
mind

When | was yellow, Kandinsky effused about me, “You are brash and importunate. A
painful shrillness.” though | am just one hue of endless metamorphoses. | meet up
with various shades of friends and with them turn into something syrupy, creamy in
the artist’s space. For my personality to permeate through brushing hands, and their
mind and body, my fickle, formless self congeals, closing into its destined shape over
time. | lose my virgin appearance. And his everyday self is gone. Our shared loss is

anesthetized with ‘meanings’. Staying on the canvas quietly.

Learn Help Login
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Gallery
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10 Sept - 9 Oct 2020

Address
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Kim Keun-tai: Koan

Koan is a solo axhebition by Sauth Korean artist Kim Keun Tai, the exhéition was held in
cooperation with Art Chosun of South Korea and showcased Kim's work on Azan wisdom and
Eastern phidcsophy. Using organic earth elements, his work focuses an finding the true

Gefinition of the origin of the material. in the exhibition, the artist d the
he captured from earth iaks and it nto 3 canvas with his unique creative
mathad.

The antist kneaded the diluted stone powder and poured it an the canvas, then tited it and
made i flow, so that his work could “paint™ by himself under the guidance of the artist’s wishes,
thus completing his own work. [t reveals the artist's intention to ‘let things speak for
themseives'. Is 2 a renunciation to regard the subject as an artist? Or & it the most passive form
of the “actiwve” aimed at releasing the artist's rather than giving up?

The uréque tachnique of pouring a than layer of stane pawder medum on the side of the
canvas, and than tilting the canvas back and forth ta overflow the dough is a conscious
mavement that detaches the paint from the artist's consciousrass and gives the matenal

Kim's methodology is not anly to minimize the artestic perfo of the artist, but
also to dominate the narative's positive attitude from the bottom ta the top.

¥Koan
¥KimKeunTai
@kimkeuntais3
@solunafineart

SHARE

Posted Apr 12, 2021
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Soluna Fine Art opens an exhibition of works by Kim Keun-Tai
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Installation view.

HONG KONG.- Soluna Fine Art is presenting Kim Keun-Tai’s solo exhibition TKOAN /238 in Hong Kong. This
exhibition is a collaboration with Art Chosun from South Korea. This exhibition showcases Kim's work with his approach
towards the Asian wisdom and oriental philosophy. With organic earth elements, his work focuses on seeking the true
definition of the origin of the material. In this exhibition, Kim embraced the enlightenment he captured from the Earth
material, transformed it onto the canvas with his unique method of creation. TKOAN /232 will be on view until 30 April
2021.

KOAN/A% pronounced Kéan/gong'an, refers to a story, or a dialog that happened in the process of achieving
enlightenment of the Zen masters in ancient times. It is a paradox that requires meditation to train the Zen masters to
ultimately abandon their reliance on reasoning and push them to acquire a sudden enlightenment.

Kim Keun-Tai makes his works through kneading diluted stone powder and pouring it on the canvas, then tilting it and
letting it flow, allowing his material to ‘draw’ on its own while guided by the artist's will. It reveals the artist’s intention of ‘let
things speak for themselves’. What does it mean to ‘let things speak for '? Is that the iation of
perceiving the subject as an artist? Or is it the most passive form of an ‘active’ statement that aims to let go of the artist's
consciousness, rather than giving up?

Kim started his artistic career during a time when the world was deeply embroiled in new upheaval, movements of
modernism and social realism were involved lively. As a result of the era, he found his artistic practice taking root in
philosophy, harmony and calmness. His creative process conveys an almost sterile asceticism that is reflected in his art.
When looking at the object from eye-level, a horizontal relationship is formed and no hierarchy is established. Human
relationships are also expressed in the same way in terms of equality. Kim Keun-Tai gazes at things in a horizontal way
and emphasizes this view of equality, where the enlightenment was found.

The peculiar technique of pouring thin layers of stone powder medium onto the side of the canvas and then tilting the
canvas back and forth to spill the dough is a conscious movement that frees paints from the artist's consciousness and
gives to the Kim's is not only the minimization of artistic actions performed by the
artist, but also the active attitude of objects which dominate the narrative from bottom up.

Despite the paradox of a lively stillness, the critical factor in his work is ‘the sense of touch’, which echoes throughout his
work. This is why il jectivity and ical perspective stand out in his work. Kim Keun-Tai pays attention to
nature. His silence here becomes more meaningful and valuable than eloquence - especially in a world rampant with
garrulity, sophistry, and alternative facts. This solo exhibition TKOAN /A% allows Kim to communicate with his viewers
about a timeless Asian philosophy and wisdom on the canvas; in speaking primarily through organic earth elements, his
works ultimately express the significance of material.

Kim Keun-Tai (b. 1953, Seoul, Korea) graduated from the Chung-Ang University in Seoul. Kim had his first solo exhibition
in 1988, and he has since had works exhibited both at home and overseas: Germany, Japan, Vietnam, Hong Kong and
the US. While he is often associated with the Dansaekhwa (E£5#) movement, through deep philosophical and aesthetic
research he has always sought to go beyond the conceptual limits. At a time when his contemporaries were primarily
preoccupied with making figuration known as hyper-realism, the young artists’ attempt to reverse the older generation’s
abstract art: Kim showed more of an affinity towards Dansaekhwa (B2 ).

He remained loyal to his own interests and temperaments, the realm in which material characteristics and interaction of
medium played a signi role in artistic Between 2005 and 2015, he devoted himself entirely to work
and ion and his work for a while. his artwork gradually came into favour amongst critics and
collectors. It is now considered one of the most original forms of contemporary Korean abstraction.
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Mar 10 - Apr 30, 2022 | Daegu

Leeahn Gallery is pleased to present the solo exhibition of Keuntai Kim, a next-generation Dansaekhwa artist, at the Daegu location. Titled
Musim (Nirvana), this exhibition showcases a total of 20 works including his representative Discussion series, oil painting, and works using
stone powder. Kim's work stems from his reasoning for the essence of nature considering that it focuses on the property of matter, therefore

providing the audience with an opportunity to question their inner selves.

Kim, who started working with a unique medium — mixture of stone powder and adhesive - in 1997, has continued the Discussion series that
acquires flatness by repeatedly applying oil paint on canvas. The use of stone powder in Breath began as an effort to minimize
brushstrokes, and its rough yet rustic surface reveals a Korean sentiment. While recreating the texture of earthen wall or rock wall on
canvas, the artist repeated the process of mixing oil painting and stone powder in his own method and of horizontally painting the cotton
canvas. In the Grain series, Kim attempts to reach his desired density by applying a single color reminiscent of the abyss such as white,
black, and ultramarine on the screen over time. This can be seen as the manifestation of mind through matter, and an aspect of
Dansaekhwa as the fruit of action.

Kim suggests that the Discussion series began with an inspiration from Buncheong celadon and Joseon white porcelain. Apparently, he was
trying to reenact something similar to the 'material reality' seen and felt on the surface of aforementioned porcelains. He states that “the
appearance and color of white porcelain are like birds that have flown all day, but have no trace of flight." The artist, immersed in
researching the Buddhist critical phrase, continues to embrace material until achieving the state of enlightenment, which accepts even
agony. The act of piling paint up thickly on canvas resembles Kim's will of life that aims to empty out and erase the potential action of
rationale, like a bird without a trace. His work is deeply related to the state of mind above all, and can be ultimately said to be the result of

meditation. It goes beyond the flat surface, which is the limit of the canvas, and unfolds to the boundary of meaning as it is emptied out.

Asense of beauty that is subtly revealed over time in Kim's work seems to be originated from the spirit of our ancestors that made hanji. He
repeats overcoating dozens of times to reach the origin, the state of emptiness that is not purposeless. In the so-called 'White Series, the
artist builds up the time, life, and values that he has lived up to and shows it outside the white screen through the medium of painting. The
gap that appears accidentally on the artwork of dark background and brightly colored paint implies Kim's gestures; he paradoxically tries to
erase his traces through physical labor. Repetitive, irregular brushstrokes and the exposure of areas that are not perfectly painted reflect the

artist's wish for tolerance in which one can disclose the scars of life.

Kim studied painting at Chung-Ang University's College of Art and held about fifteen solo exhibitions in Korea, Germany, Paris and Hong
Kong. The artist continues the legacy of Dansaekhwa, which was acknowledged globally, as he has focused on abstract art since the early
1980s when hyperrealism and people’s art flourished in Korea. Leeahn Gallery Daegu had introduced Kim's work in the group exhibition
Late Dansaekhwa (2018), while this exhibition is his first solo exhibition held at Leeahn. Brought to the audience in spring when new life

sprouts, Musim (Nirvana) will connect Kim’s artistic world, nature, and our inner mind like waves of breath.
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