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The Way Home Curatorial Statement
Shirky Chan

“‘Home” is a multifaceted and fluid concept, with its own meaningful connections and attachments. As the
phenomenon of migration became increasingly common, the word and concept of “home” holds greater
significance and richness for immigrants. Their feelings about home are a blend of the past, present, and
future. Memories and longing are transformed into everyday lived experiences, which in turn shape their
evolving notions and anticipations about “home”.

The featured artists in The Way Home have infused their personal ideas, recollections, and aspirations into
their artworks, sharing their journeys of exploring the meaning of home. This not merely deepens the material
elements, but also presents the complex dimensions of a sense of belonging, connection, and solace. What
does “home” truly mean? Through these artworks, viewers may find their own answers, reimagine and
redefine the concept.

The American novelist John Yount once said, “He suspects home is not a place after all, but simply a time.”
Artist Chan Suet Yi, as a consequence of her upbringing and choice of sojourns, has experienced life in
different countries and houses, seemingly having cultivated an ability to blur the picture of what a home
should be. Any place can become home to her. Chan's paintings have a dreamlike, poetic quality. The hazy
images ambiguously present what seems familiar yet elusive, as if capturing fleeting moments of “home” in
the subconscious and expressing them subtly through different contexts and media.

Henry D'Ath's sculptural furniture pieces are imbued with strong symbolism. Growing up in rural New
Zealand, the abstract forms in his artwork clearly evoke elements of farm environment. The artist also
associates his creations with animal claws. Later in life, due to his architectural background and living in
major cities across countries, D'Ath found his understanding of “home” gradually becoming obscure, often
oscillating between two extreme living styles. D'Ath attempts to find the possibilities and spaces for “home”
to exist between rural living and industrial urbanization. His artworks allow him to connect with childhood
memories wherever he is, while also mentally shortening the distance between the past and present.

In the face of widespread human migration throughout history, there are some fundamental aspects that
cannot be erased, such as ethnicity. Rhett D'Costa, growing up in a western country, has always sought to
explore how his Indian heritage affects him. His essays and artworks delve into his family's migration
experiences, under the influence of British colonialism, expressing his strong yet distanced ethnic
sentiments. His artworks contain the impacts and imaginations shaped by history, as well as the western
culture that he cannot deny or replace.

Nostalgia is an emotion, and also the inspiration for Mo Lai Sze Liz’s creative works. Living and establishing a
new life in a foreign place, facing the collisions of different perceptions, Mo seeks to find the connections
between homes in two locations to alleviate the unease towards the new place. The ocean and landscapes
become a tangible sense of security. As a printmaking artist, Mo constructs forms through the collage of
monoprints. The artwork connects two spatial and temporal points through physical and conceptual
channels. In addition to depicting the waves and nature, Mo hopes to use the language of art and her
observations to tell the story of this new environment, which she now calls “home”.
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About Shirky Chan

Shirky Chan is an independent curator and art columnist who received her Master of Art in Fine Art and
Master of Art in Intercultural Studies from The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2015 and 2017. She
achieved her second degree — Bachelor of Fine Art (Major in Painting) with distinction from the The Hong
Kong Art School / RMIT University program in 2013.

Shirky was invited by The Hong Kong Institution of Education as their supporting and professional artist
at the “Arts @ School” project in 2014 and was a part-time lecturer at Hong Kong Design Institute in
2020. Her selected curatorial projects include a fundraising exhibition presented by Lamborghini Hong
Kong, “Ze/Ro” group exhibition at Ben Brown Fine Arts (HK), a co-curated group exhibition at Melbourne
RMIT University Gallery, and solo and group exhibitions for local artists at Hong Kong Arts Centre. In
2017 until present, she became the vice Chair and Chairlady of Hong Kong Art School Alumni Network.
From 2019-2023, She has written and published over 25 art related articles. Other artistic contributions
include: Art Consultant for Oriental Watch Company 60th Anniversary event in 2021, Moderator of artist
sharing at UBS VIP Lounge - Art Basel HK in 2023, and a Guest Speaker at Art Central (Hong Kong Arts
Centre section) in 2024.
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